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Administration team

Please make an appointment before going there
And please check regularly your student.i-med.ac.at account!
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MCBD at a glance

• MCBD is a full-time degree PhD-program

• minimum study duration for a PhD programme at the MUI is 

 6 semesters, an equivalent to 180 ECTS point.

180 ECTS = 160 ECTS for your research 
project & thesis + 20 ECTS for curricular 

courses/seminars/lectures



Research project & thesis (160 ECTS)

• This is the most important part of your thesis!

• Guided and trained by your supervisor & thesis advisory 

committee (TAC)

• Progress is monitored in regular meetings with your PI, at the 

MCBD seminars (mandatory, once a year) and at the TAC-

meeting (mandatory, once a year)



ECTS 1 2 3 4 5 6

MCBD Seminars: 6 
ECTS

Seminar 6  times 6 x 1  ECTS

Core subjects: 8-10 
ECTS

Core lectures 2 x 1,5 ECTS 

Joint Seminars max. 6 x 0,5 ECTS

Methods courses 
• Molecular Biology, Cell Biology & Biochemistry 
• Imaging / FACS
• Bioinformatics, Data Bases access & analysis
• Onco-Immunology

take two courses

Scientific Presentations on International Conferences & 
Courses 

max. 2 ECTS

General Subjects: 4-6 
ECTS

Ethics 
Good scientific practice
Statistics
Animal experimentation
......

Curricular courses/seminars/lectures: 20 ECTS  



Core Subject

Core lectures: Pathology lecture hall
(2 x 1.5 ECTS)

1.5 ECTs: 12 units a 90 min in the WS & SS

– new interesting lectures

– every day for three weeks 

– content: Short intro by the lecturer, who explains the concept and 

the open questions in the field;

– ask the lecturerer how the „examination“ will look like!



Core lectures

Mandatory and if you miss you need to take this lecture a year later!



Core Subject 

Joint Seminars 
(0.5 ECTS / semester, max. 3 ECTS)

• Choose to attend group-meetings of other MCBD groups → at least 4 x / 

semester 

• Find a list of all group meetings on the MCBD-homepage

• It is a good idea to contact the PI/group beforehand

• Don‘t forget to bring your attendance sheet and hand it in (once it is 

complete) to the PhD School front office. 

• alternative: Biocenter Seminar: Time: Friday‘s, 4pm 

  



Joint Seminars 





Core Subject 

Method courses
(min: 2 courses, 2 x 1.5 ECTS)

    

– Molecular Biology 

• genome editing,  techniques in molecular biology

• CSI-Innsbruck

• next generation sequencing

– Cell Biology & Biochemistry 

• cell culture, lysis, fractionation and detection of specific proteins and their activity

• mass spectrometry, metabolomics, lipidomics 

– Imaging /FACS

• fluorescence Microscopy Techniques 

• live cell imaging and superresolution microscopy 

• introduction to Flow Cytometry  

– BioInformatics, Data Bases access & analysis

• introduction to R programming for data science

• bioinformatics 

– Onco-Immunology

• immunology 

• translational Oncology 

− 3D-bioprinting

PLEASE SIGN UP 
via i-med.inside 

participation is 
mandatory!



Method courses for SS 2025

• Fluorescence Microscopy Technique (Campiglio, Flucher, Offterdinger, Kummer)
• Live cell imaging and superresolution (Geley, Offterdinger)
• Genome editing (Geley, Herzog)
• Translation Oncology (Sampson, Pur, Schäfer, Wollmann)
• Introduction into flow cytometry (Sopper, Bösch)
• Viral Gene Transfer (Ritsch)
• Introduction to next generation sequencing & data analysis (Coassin, Schönherr)
• CSI Innsbruck: analysis and interpretation of forensic DNA markers (Parson, Bodner)
• Mass Spectrometry for Metabolomics and Libidomics (Oberacher, Keller, Gostner)
• Genetic risk assessment for complex diseases (Forer, Lamina)
• Scientific Computing and Reproducible Data Analysis (Lukas Forer)

Courses and dates can be found on the MCBD homepage



MCBD seminar 
Every Wednesday @ 12

2nd year 3rd year 4th year1st year

early stage assessment mid term review progress review thesis plan & exit seminar

The annual progression points

try to couple it to your TAC meeting

Location: Histology Lecture Hall

20 Minutes: 
hypothesis – open questions - results – bigger picture

Compulsory, if you cannot make it please 
notify the PhD office per email

And please encourage your supervisor 
and TAC-members to join as this is your 

annual progress report



MCBD seminar

If you need to cancel please notify the PhD office well in 
advance so that we can offer the slot to another student!!!



Core Subject

Scientific Presentations on International
Conferences & Courses 

(max. 2 ECTS)

• Presenting poster/talks on international conferences can be credited with 
max. 2 ECTS (depending on the duration/program)

• also possible international courses: e.g. EMBO courses / FEBS courses

• as a rule of thumb: for 2 ECTS at least scientific program over 6 days 
(including a poster or talk)

• make sure that you provide all information (meeting program, screen shot, 
etc.) together with the form. We will be very strict with these regulations.



General Subjects

• Transferable skills that cover a variety of topics

• Ethics, statistics, gender medicine, lab-safety, project 
management,…..

Please sign up through i-med inside 

or directly with the respective faculty



Enjoy your PhD, create something new!
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